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  7 June, 2005

BRIEFING NOTE
JCT Contracts are re-launched 

with new format and some new forms of contract

The JCT (Joint Contracts Tribunal) have re-launched their suite of contracts in a new format.  At a reception on 6th June 2005 held on the top floor of the Gherkin – 30 St .Mary Axe in the City of London – the JCT and their new publishers, Sweet & Maxwell, unveiled the new JCT 05 Contracts and Documents. 

Peter Hibberd, Secretary General of the JCT, explained that the existing suite of documents had been due for a revamp: having grown up over 75 years there were some inconsistencies and redundant text.  He said that in re-writing the contracts the JCT have avoided changing their effect – “we have not shifted risk from one party to the other.” 

But, while the risk apportionment remains the same, the internal structure of the contracts has changed and “the whole range of JCT documents has gone through a rigorous legal critique”.  With better lay-out and navigation as well as clearer and crisper language, The JCT believes that users will understand more readily where the risks in their construction contract are being apportioned.

The new documents have a more homogeneous and consistent lay-out with colour coding and it will certainly be easier for users switching from one document to another to find their way around.

New contracts

The new contracts include: 

· Intermediate Building Contract with contractor’s design
· Minor Works Building Contract with contractor’s design
· Framework Agreement – two versions, one binding the other non- binding. 

The new Framework Agreement is intended for use by clients with contractors/suppliers for procurement of construction and engineering related works over a period of time. As the name suggests, it is for use with a series of individual contracts to be entered into by the client and service provider and it contains clauses covering such matters as the framework objectives (which include teamworking and continuous improvement), organisational structure and decision making, collaborative working, risk assessment and allocation, health & safety and environmental considerations.

The new versions of the existing Standard Building Contract, Design & Build Contract and Intermediate Contract now have clauses dealing with third party rights/ requirements for collateral warranties incorporated.

The new JCT contracts are due to be released gradually, with all the main forms available by the end of July. A new digital authoring tool is being developed and will be available by the end of the year.

More information, including a full list of the new contracts and prices, is available online at www.jctcontracts.com
Legal advice is available from the undersigned.
Giles Dixon

Regulated by The Law Society

VAT Registration No. 802 4980 38


